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Taking up the chalk: Board 
members return to classroom 
jensen and others use job skiUs to teach for a day 

By David Thomas work. "He knows his stuff," said 
For one day, Board of Edu- "Right now, I'm relearning Geiger. "He did a very nice 

cation member Doug Jensen calculus," Jensen told the domi- job of relating his life to the 
played the role of a teacher. nantly-freshman class. "I'm still work we were doing." 

According to math teacher using the stuff you're learning." But Jensen could not dive 
Gwen Geiger, Jensen seemed Jensen presented a real world straight into teaching. 
to fit in the role. example oflinear equations, the For Geiger's calculus class, 

"I would love to have him as day's lesson. In the example, Jensen was to introduce a cal
a substitute," said Geiger. Jensen compared the salaries of culator program for generat
Jensen taught Geiger's algebra people working without a high ing slope fields. At the time, 
classes first and second hour, school degree, with a high Jensen had never worked 
and her third hour AP calculus school degree, and with some with slope fields and, as Gei-
class Nov. 22. form of college degree. ger described, had to do 

"I also liked that he and sev- Jensen earned his master's in "some serious homework" 
eral students knew each other, electrical engineering and is cur- before teaching. 
which is always helpful in rently employed by Lucent The idea of a board mem
teaching," said Geiger. Technologies, a company that ber, or anyone who is not a 

But what had Geiger im- designs, develops and manufac- teacher, teaching class is not 
pressed was the fact that Jensen tures telecommunications sys- restricted to the high school. 
related everything back to his terns, software, and products. (See Board teaches page 2) 
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Picking up on the community leadership class' initiative, several other school groups have con
tributed to the Wego 2 Africa project. Thespians donated $200 to the fund, Horticulture Club is 
selling trinkets for the cause in commons during lunches until Friday, and lntenaf1oi'iil Clull began 
a donation contest between all of the foreign language classes, whose total donations will be 
matched by the foreign language department. Juniors Rochelle Chacon, left, and Alex Molina 
were excited to see the T-shirts, when the community leadership students delivered them Dec. 8. 
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Board member Doug Jensen used skills that he utilizes every 
day in his job to teach algebra students, but had to re-learn cal
culus before attempting to relate.that to students. 

Wego 2 Africa prqject 
engages whole school 

By Julie Youngwith 
An order of Starbucks cof

fee, a new lip-gloss, a value 
meal at McDonalds. By donat
ing the amount money it costs 
for one of these items, students 
can help the Wego 2 Africa 
project rebuild Angola's edu
cation. 

The students in community 
leadership class, taught by so
cial studies teacher Mary Ellen 
Daneels, are combining with 
other school clubs , local busi
nesses and RISE International 
to raise $10,000 in order to 
build and supply a school in 
rural Angola. 

Angola was devastated by a 
27-year civil war in which 
Angola's entire infrastructure, 
including the school system 
was destroyed. 

"There has been a whole gen
eration of Angolan citizens 
who have never had an oppor
tunity to receive an education," 

said Daneels. 
The school, along with RISE 

International, hopes to help 
rebuild and restore the schools 
in Angola . The school will be 
for all ages and will also serve 
as a health care center on Sat
urdays and a church on Sun
days. 

The students involved in 
Wego 2 Africa are excited 
about the project. 

"We want to spread our in
fluence because we have so 
much and they have so little. 
The Angolan people have been 
through a lot, they deserve 
this," said junior Stephanie 
Gore. 

Daneels calculated that if 
every student and staff mem
ber in the school donates $5 
then they will have reached 
their goal of $10,000, enough 
for both building and some 
school supplies. 

(See Wego 2 Africa page 2) 
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Vodicka opens up to Student of the Month 
through partidpation and perlonnance 

(Student of the Month is 
based on a solid academic his
tory, commitment in extra
cumcular activities, and com
munity involvement. Students 
must be nominated by at least 
one staff member, and the fi
nal selection is made by the 
Student Activities Director 
and a committee made up of 
additional staff members.) 

By Kellie Virnich 
Far from the freshman too 

shy to make new friends or try 
out for 'plays, Lora Vodicka 
earned the last title for Student 
of the Month in 2005. 

Quickly finding her niche in 
high school, Vodicka has per
formed in everything from 
choir and thespians to dance 
production and color guard. 

"I love performing and be
ing on stage. Those are my fa
vorite memories from school," 
she said. "You get a rush, and 
you meet amazing people." 

Current president of thespi
ans and color guard co-captain, 
Vodicka has come out of her 
shell these past four years, 
which she said was the biggest 

change she has seen in herself. 
She said getting involved was 
the best thing she ever did, be
cause it made her more outgo
ing and willing to try more. 

Photo courtesy of Lora Vodicka 
Lora Vodicka hopes that per· 
forming in college will allow her 
to meet people outside of her 
friends, as it did in high school. · 

"I didn't do much in middle 
school and high school went by 
so much faster because I par
ticipated more and put myself 
out there," said Vodicka. 

She hopes this change will 
help her transition to college, 
though she is still unsure of her 
school and major. She plans to 

Wego 2 Africa. .. (continued from page 1) 
Daneels plans to travel to 

Angola this summer to help in 
the construction of the school 
and train the teachers and en
courages everyone in the com
munity to join in the effort. 

"The community leadership 
students are excited about this 
opportunity to have a positive 
impact on the Angolan chil
dren," said Daneels. "But they 
are mostly here for getting 
ideas out. This project takes 
the effort ~f many." 

Community leadership is a 
semester class of 18 sopho
mores, juniors and seniors 
where the students explore 
what it means to be effective 
citizens of their community. 

Community leadership has 
encouraged all clubs and 
classes to take part in Wego 2 
Africa. 

International Club, Horti
culture Club, and FBLA, as 

well as many classes have all 
decided to take part in the 
fundraiser. 

Community leadership stu
dents designed Wego 2 Africa 
shirts and sold them in com
mons for $10. 

Community leadership is 
also allowing people to donate 
towards a certain item needed, 
like textbooks or even the 
wheelbarrow that will be used 
to build the school. 

"A $25 donation can buy five 
textbooks. Donating a text
book also allows a person to 
add in a nameplate so that the 
child receiving the book knows 
who donated it," said Gore. 

In order to get a better feel 
for the situation in Africa, some 
community leadership stu
dents attended a presentation 
by RISE International where 
they were able to experience 
the Angolan culture. · · 

Mind's Eye submission 
deadline draws near 

By Ellyn Fortino 
The annual issue of the 

Mind's Eye literary magazine 
is nearing its deadline for stu
dents to submit poetry, short 
stories, photos, drawings, es
says, and any other artistic 
media. 

Students can submit artwork 
· to English teacher Andrea 
Cobbett in the English office, 
or any member of the maga
zine staffby Jan. 31. 

.. ·,,· 

"There are a lot of reasons 
to turn in artwork," said senior 
Jennifer Kamphaus. "It helps 
students recognize not only 
their own abilities but abilities 
in others and adds diversity to 
the school's environment." 

After the deadline, the maga
zine staff will take a blind vote, 
then compile the chosen art. 

The magazine will come out 
in May, and sold in commons 
during lunches for $2 . 

keep performing, and said that 
students should always work 
for something they want, be
cause even if it does not work 
out, they gain that experience. 

Vodicka has learned about 
the result of working toward 
goals not only through her 
studies, with her current vale
dictorian standing, but also 
outside of school. She takes pi
ano lessons and dance classes, 
worked as a dance teacher and 
a camp assistant, and volun
teers at her church. 

"You have to have a goal, and 
stick with it. I didn't like pi
ano when I first started play
ing it, but in high school I re
ally tried, and ended up getting 
a lot better," she said. "I was 
also worried about AP English 
4, but it's become one of my 
favorite classes this year." 

Though Vodicka was ner
vous at first about college, she 
said that the closer she gets to 
it, the more excited she is to 
move on. She will miss her 
family and friends, but she is 
happy about not having to 
wake up so early. 

. . ' 
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Board teaches ... (continuedfrom page 1) 
According to Teacher's As

sociation president Barbara 
Laimins, the National Educa
tion Association (NEA) had 
suggested that every Board of 
Education member teach class 
for a day in order to increase 
awareness of what goes on in a 
school. 

"We invited all board mem
bers to come in and teach. So 
far, we've only had four that 
have expressed interest," said 
Laimins. 

The four board members that 
have taught or will teach are 
Jensen, Bill Brown, Gordon 
Cole, and board president Tony 
Reyes. 

Brown is also an electrical 
engineer and taught Geiger's 
afternoon classes Dec. 9. 

Cole will be teaching in so
cial studies, partly due to his 
strong background in politics . 
However, a date has not been 
setforhim. 

According to Laimins, final 
arrangements have not yet been 
made for Reyes to teach. How
ever, if he does teach, Laimins 
said he will probably do so in 
marketing and other business 
classes. 

"He would be a good busi
ness education teacher, mainly 
because he runs his own busi-
ness," said Laimins. 

Chronicle editor recognized at 
national writing competitifm 

By Julie Youngwith 
Kellie Virnich, editor in 

chief of the Wildcat Chronicle, 
received an honorable mention 
for newswriting at the Journal
ism Education Association and 
National Scholastic Press As
sociation Convention Nov. 11 . 

"I was surprised I won any
thing with so many people com
peting," said Vimich. 

Eight yearbook and journal-

ism students went to the Chi
cago convention, with teens 
from all over the world . 

"We wanted to meet other 
staffs and get new ideas," said 
senior Danielle Romano, a 
yearbook editor who also at
tended the convention. 

They attended workshops 
geared toward improving their 
publications, then competed in 
various write-offs. 
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Though he came to the U.S. 
knowing little English, Nishant 
Patel made great strides and 
won Student of the Month. 

:Pfoin donatioDS(~::;0 
~iii> make~:~~ 
dr&uns colne tfue 
, · By,~tie Taylor . , . , . 
'.The ,Junior . Leagues of 

Kane ·and DuPage Counties 
(JLKD) is asking individuals 
and organizations to help 
Iilake dreams come true for fi
;nancially challenged young 
women attending prom: 
. JLKD annually sponsors 

c;inderella's Closet, an org~; 
nization that will offer free 
dresses and accessories do
nated by the public to young 
women that can't ·afford the 
cost of prom. This year's 
·event will be March 4. 

"When women or girls buy 
fonnal dresses,· it's a special 
thiflg,;' said Jennifer Russell, 
Cinderella's Closet chair. 
"Passing a dress on can make 
regular people feel like they 
are doing something special 
too/ ' 

Cinderella's Closet is look
ing for plus size dresses that 
are clean, undamaged, long, 
fonnal , and less than 10 years 
old. Although they accept 
dresses of any size, there is a 
great need for plus sizes. 

If donating a dress isn't pos
sible, Russell suggests donat
ing shoes, purses, earrings, 
bracelets, necklaces, wraps, 
unopened make-up, and un-
o~ned hosiery~ .. 

. Oth~r services and supplies 
required include dress stor
age, dress racks, dry cleatiing 
services, printing and post
age, -moving services, alter
ations, mirrors for the bou
tique, . shopping bags, salon 
services, and food to feed vol
unteers during the boutique. 

·Donations should be in 
clean, like-new conditions. 
They should not have plastic 
bags . or cardboard inserts. 
JLKD won't accept hoop or 
Crinoline skirts or pant suits. 
"Anyone who wants to go

nate .should check JLKD's 
website, www.jlkd.org for 
available drop-off locations, 
and donate before Jan. 31. 

~ "The girls are all very ap
preciative. It's a very special 
day for them/' said Russell. 
HThis is a easy way to donate 
andfeelgood.'' " .... _. 
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Patel earns Studeht of the Month for NOlXJfnher 
(Student o~ the Mo~th (s month because of hi_s h.ard American High School Stu- His favodte- high school 

based on a sobd academic his- work and good grades. dents for two years. teacher is Janelle Stefancic 
tory,. commi~m_~nt in extra- "I have a good grade point · He also gets involved with who taught ESL 4. ' 
cum~ul~ actJVJtJes, and com- average and a lot of teachers the community outside of "She is my. favorite teacher 
mumty mvol~ement. Students nominated me. I came here school by . doing volunteer because she helped me a lot 
must be nownated by at least three years ago with little En- work. He helps out at the through high school," he said. 

_ one staff ~em_ber, and the li- glish, and I had to work hard Manav Sadhna temple, a Patel's favorite high school 
nal selection 1s made by the to learn, so that was my main temple inspired by Ghandi that memory is when he attended 
Student Activities Director accomp~ishment," he ex- helpscollectfundsforthepoor one of the bilingual honor's 
and a committee made up of plained. and less fortunate. nights. 
additional staff members.) Not only does he earn good "I help clean the temple and "I performed a cultural 

By ~ristin~ Sarnelli grades, but. he also gets in- organize festivals," Patel said. dance with my friendS, and it 
Seruor N1shant ~atel was volved with the 'school. Patel After graduating, Patel was honorable and memo

November's Student of the has been a member of math hopes to attend Illinois State rable tome," he said. 
Month for his outstanding team for two years and became Universtiy or Western Illinois "I will miss all of my friends 
achievement in school. a member of National Honor University. He hopes to study and my teachers and the good 

Patel said that he was prob- Society this year and was ·nomi- pre-medicine and then major in times I had with them," Patel 
ably chosen for student of the nated for Who's Who Among radiology. said. 

Clinton joins ADI in 
Chicago to emphasize 
eduailion and voting 
New York senator speaks on 
youth involvement in politics 

By David Thomas 
Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-NY) 

emphasized the importance of 
civic participation in democ
racy at a...xec.eRt.s'UIIlm.it. 

" e need a new generation 
of activists," Clinton told an 
auditorium filled with high 
school and college students. 

The address, held at 
Roosevelt University's Audi
torium Theatre Dec. 3, was the 
highlight or' a Midwest Re
gional Summit sponsored by 
the American Democracy In
stitute (ADI). 

According to Clinton, there 
were several issues that re
quired civic participation and 
discussion. 

"It isn't right that the world's 
richest nation has no health 
care to provide its citizens," 
said Clinton. "It isn't right that 
people'~ jobs are being sent 
overseas. It isn't right that we 
cannot give our children a 
world-class education." 

Her speech then took a new 
direction: voting. 

"Young people are given a 
bad rap. Many people think 
that young people don't care," 
said Clinton. "But it was young 
people who had the greatest 
percentage gain in voting from 
2000 to 2004." 

She criticized the nation's 
electoral system, stating that 
other countries use electronic 
voting, and according to 
Clinton, "there wasn't one 
complaint." 
~veral times during her 

speech, Clinton praised the 
people simply for being in at
tendance. 

"You can matter," said 
Clinton. "A lot of people un-

derstand that, otherwise they 
wouldn't be here right now." 

Clinton also remarked on the 
cynicism of American politics 
and of the transformation of 
Washington D.C. in becomin 
an "evidence-free zone." She 
cited examples of the 
government's faults, mainly 
falling with the boundaries of 
environmental and energy 
policy. 

Yany people think 
that young people 
don't care.' 

--HiUary Clinton 

"Energy policy should not 
be made by a secret energy task 
force made up of oil execu
tives," said Clinton, which ig
nited applause from the crowd. 

- Clinfmrtlren"Spoke at length 
on the war in Iraq. Earlier in 
her speech, anti-war protestors 
heckled the senator from New 
York. The protestors, who de
manded that U.S. troops with
draw immediately, shouted out 

•that she supports the war. The 
protestors were removed from 
the theater. 

"I do not believe we have an 
easy choice in Iraq," said 
Clinton. "We should not pull · 
out right away, nor should we 
stay indefinitely. These elec
tions are a turning point." 

As of right now, Iraqis are 
scheduled to vote on the drafted 
constitution Thursday. Ointon 
said that America "can win this 
struggle. We just have to be 
smart on how we do it." 

Photo courtesy of ADI 
When Sen. Hillary Clinton began speaking on the war In Iraq, 
protestors began yelling that she supported It, and were es
corted out of the summit. 

ADI sponsors youth summit 
BY. David Thomas 

. The American Democracy 
Institute (ADI), a nonprofit 
organization promoting "new 
relevancy for democracy in 

· the 21st century," sponsored 
the Midwest Regional Sum
mit in Chicago Dec. 3. 

According to ADI presi
dent and CEO John Hart, U.S. 
. democracy is in danger. · 
. "People are turning away 
from democracy," Hart said. 
"They feel their voices are not 
being heard," Hart said. 
. · Hart, who worked as a 

,deputy assistant. tq P!esident 
William Ointon, be~ ADI 
to give a voice to youth. ' 

"We'll give you ~urces 
for your ideas, n Hart said to 
the audience of almost 4,000 
high school and college stu
dents. The summit, held at the 
Auditorium Theatre at 
Roosevelt University, fea
tured U.S. Sen. Hillary 
Clinton as the keynote ad
dress. Clinton is the organ
ization's honorary chair. 

Gov. Rod Blagojevi~ also · 
addressed the yomgaUdience 
with a warning about politics. · 

"It's a tough business. You 
seriously have to think about 
your motivations and your 
beliefs," said Blagojevich. 

He commented on young 
people's work throughout 
time. He mentioned Alex-

ander Hamilton and James 
Madison, whose HThe Feder
alist Papers" shaped the Con
stitution. He also mentioned 
those present when the Berlin 
Wall came down in 1991. 

"Young people, whether iii 
America or around the world, 
can make real change. You're 
too young to be cynical." said 
Blagojevich. 

William McNary's speech 
was another highlight at the 
summit He is the president of 
USAction, a non-profit, non
partisan group dedicated to 
"strengthening .social, eco~ 
noirucs~ and~health seCurity 

·· for all Americans. '1 

McNary created a firestorm 
of applause wheri he shouted 
that property rights cannot 
overtake , "human rights, 
women's rights, civil rights." 

McNary . emphasized the 
importance of voting and the 
youth in democracy. He advo
cated campaign finance re
form, the extension of the Vot
.ing Rights A~ and restpring 
voting .. rightsto. felons while 
urging young people to vQte., 

"TPe future belongs_ to those 
who believe.in the beauty of 
. their dreams," said MeN ary. 
"The future is yours. This is 
the right moment, -the right 
time in history. We're one step 
away from. taking America 
back from the hvoocrites." ·· 
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Bush Administration and FDA need to stop 
putting religion into science and approVe Plan B 

When the health and well being of the nation is 
compromised due to an individual's or group's per
sonal values or when science and factual information 
is disregarded simply because it does not parallel a 
political agenda, a re-evalua~on of who is running the 
country is quite overdue. 

Although these scenarios can and do relate to many 
of the recent controversies involving our reli~ously 
biased government, this editorial is not about the war 
in Iraq or global warming. 

Once again the nation has engaged in the pro-life 
versus pro-choice debate, but this time the disagree
ment revolves around a pill rather than a procedure. 

Plan B, also known as the "morning-after" pill, was 
approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
in 1999 as an alternative form of prescription emer
gency contraception. Plan B, if taken within 72 hours 
of unprotected sex, has the ability to prevent the fer
tilization of an egg, like that of a regular birth control 
pill. 

Since Plan B is more effective the sooner it is taken 
following unprotected sex, it is imperative that the 

-
drug be easily accessible to women. application in May 2004 did not follow the FDA's 

For this reasof1:, Barr Pharmaceuticals asked the · traditional practices." 
FDA to consider the drug for over the counter (OTC) Due to the unique handling of the case, and the ob-
status; it's only practical. vious denial of scientific evidence of Plan B's effec-

Numerous amounts of clinical research were per- tiveness and safety, speculations are pointing to an 
formed and presented with the support of a panel of ideological meddling by political appointees of the 
independent experts advising the approval of Plan B Bush Administration. A meddling that is causing the 
for OTC use, however, the FDA overlooked the sci- FDA to continuously postpone and oppose contro
entific data and did not follow the panel's recommen- versial bills simply for political reasons. 
dations for the first time in over 10 years. What makes the situation even more mind-boggling 

The decision has been indefinitely deferred due to a is how conservatives can oppose a treatment that is 
"lack of evi~ence" on the drug's safety for young teens. predicted to prevent over half of the 3 million unin-

In protest, Susan Wood, former director of the FDA tended pregnancies in addition to the 1. 3 million abor
Office of Women's Health, resigned five days after the tions that occur in the nation each year~ That statistic 
deferment stating, "I can no longer serve as staff when makes this change seem highly beneficial to the women 
scientific and clinical evidence, fully evaluated and and unborn children and as such, should be made 
recommended for approval by the professional staff readily available by the agency established to protect 
here, has been overruled." the health and well being of the nation's citizens. 

The Government Accountability Office reviewed . The Bush Administration needs to stop pushing only 
the FDA's handling of the Plan B case, comparing it for issues that fit their religious beliefs and stop deny
with other similar applications and concluded that ing scientific evidence that does not coincide with their 
"the FDA's rationale for denying the initial Plan B conservative political agenda. 

School needs to start later to accommodate 
the sleeping habits of modern teenagers .... : .......... . 
Walk into any first period class and you will most 

likely find a classroom full of weary, inattentive kids 
who have no idea what is going on. 

This could be blamed on laziness or lack of 
interest in the subject being taught, but most 
likely it is due to the fact that adolescents do / 
not get enough sleep; a problem that could be / 
avoided by allowing high schools to start later 
in the morning. 

According to theN ational Sleep Foundation 
(NSF), about 60 percent of minors say that they 
feel tired during the day. 

The NSF has conducted many studies find
ing that adolescents not only need more sleep 
(about 9.25 hours a night), but that their inter
nal clocks are shifting to later start times. 

Basically, this pattern means that a) teenag
ers need more sleep, b) they aren't getting it, 
and c) they are forced to wake up before their 
sleep cycles have finished. 

This means that many sleepy teenagers are 
getting up in the morning and attending· school 
unprepared to learn. 

Many could <l!gue that i~kids just go to bed earlier 
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then there would be no problem, but activities like internal clocks start shifting, making it easier for their 
sports, jobs, homework and socializing are pushing bodies to stay up later, like adults, and harder to go to 

bed earlier. 

.... . -- ..... ~---- - --

bedtimes later. 

Is it beneficial to students to start the school . 
· day at 7:55a.m.? The answer is no. Adoles
cent brains do not start functioning at peak 
until around 8:30 or 9 a.m. At many schools 
first period is over by then. 

School should not start·until 9 a.m. That 
way, students would be awake, alert and able 
to learn, instead of drooping, lethargic and 
uninterested in the lesson. · 

Oftentimes, the students' lack of participa
tion and alertness annoys first period teach
ers. This behavior is not intentional; it is sim
ply the biological clocks. 

The NSF said that schools that moved back 
their start times found improveme~t in atten
dance and enrollment rates, increased daytime 
alertness, and decreased student depression . 

Also, by the time they hit their teens, young people's 

It is time for schools to start synchronizing 
their schedules with their students' body 

clocks so that teens are in school during their most 
alert hours and can achieve their full potential. 

THF; WILDCA 'I' CHRONICLE is the student newspaper at West Chicago 
Community High School. It is a public forum for freedom of expression and 
encourages readers to express their views. The Chronicle publishes eight 
times a year, with the student editorial board making the decisions concern
ing the paper's contents. Unsigned editorials respresent the views of the 
majority of the staff. 
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Cristina Samelli, Sabrina Potirala 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcomed and will be published as 
space allows. Letters must be signed, although the staff may withhold a 
name upon request. The paper reserves the rigtrt to edit letters for grammar 
and clarity, and may refuse to publish a letter. Letters to the editor may bee
mailed to Laura Kuehn at lkuehn@d94.org or delivered to Room 319 before 
or after school. Reporters: Katie Taylor, Julie Youngwith 

Adviser: Laura Kuehn 
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Teenagers choking themselves for 
a rush are unaware of the dangers 
Schools need to teach kids 
consequences of a game 

By Ellyn Fortino 
There is a new addiction among America's youth 

that can easily be hidden from parents. It is known as 
the choking game. 

Experts say that children who play the choking 
game are not usually troubled and that is what is trou
bling parents. 

Some teens say 
that it is a high with
out drugs, but they 
are really playing 
suffocation rou
lette. 

Children play 
the game by com
pressing the ca
rotid arteries in 
their necks, reduc-
ing blood flow and 

oxygen to the brain. That produces a momentary loss 
of consciousness, preceded by lightheadedness. When 
they release the pressure, a surge of pent-up blood 
flows to the brain, creating a euphoric rush. 

The practice is also known as the pass out game, the 
fainting game, the tingling game, as well as funky 
chicken, blackout, flatliner, airplaning, suffocation 
roulette and space monkey. 

Children do it at parties, sleepovers, in school locker 
rooms and in bathrooms. But they've added a d({nger-

ous element to a game some of their parents played as 
children. Now instead of just squeezing one another, they 
wrap belts, ropes, ties, dog leashes, even bicycle chains 
around their necks to produce a tingling sensation. 

This allows the game to be played alone, when one mis
take - a belt too short, a rope too tight - can doom a 
child. 

Most children have no idea how dangerous this activity 
is and parents do not know that kids are doing this until 
someone dies or is brain damaged. Schools seem oblivious 
to the game though it has been reported numerous times 
around the country that this is an activity that often takes 
place at school. Medical examiners and police continue to 
classify these deaths as suicide when there is no evidence 
of suicidal behavior or that the child intended to take his 
life. The only way to stop the deaths caused by this activity 
is to publicize the danger. 

According to George Mason University, over 50 junior 
high students and older have died due to the choking game, 
and the number keeps growing every day. In July, USA 
Today reported that children as young as 10 have tried it; 
older teens· tend to do it looking to increase sexual plea
sure, while others are seeking a drugless high. 

Why are schools not informing their students about this 
dangerous game considering so many people are trying it 
and as a result losing their lives? Schools tend to concen
trate on informing students about drugs and alcohol in 
health classes but nothing is mentioned about dangerous 
"fun" like the choking game. Turning a blind eye is not the 
answer; nor is waiting to inform students until someone 
has died or been injured from the game. Somethirig as 
simple as informing the students about the different warn
ing signs of playing the game could help save a life. 

Greed and early sale specials 
ruin the meaning of Christmas 
Focus Of holiday mas into an epidemic of greed. Junior Heather Stoeber] 

gave her input about how she felt about the changing holi
day. shifted from oiving to "~11 people care about anymore is what they_get for 

~ Christmas, and no one cares about others," she sat d. , al d And if greed isn't enough motivation to get people shop-mat en goo S ping, the_ early ho~i~ay co~mercials surely will. With 
commercrals adverttsmg holiday sales even before Thanks-

By Cristina Sarnelli 
Christmas is known as the season of giving, spend

ing time with friends and family, and holiday cheer, 
but every year it seems like the "giving" part of Christ
mas becomes more important, bringing with it frus
trated shoppers and annoying television commercials. 

The holiday is centered on one main idea: presents. 
When one hears the word Christmas, the very first 
thought that comes to mind probably won't be any
thing other than "Okay, how much money will I spend 
this year?" or "Hooray, presents!" 

"Christmas is a materialistic holiday because ev
eryone is greedy and all people want are gifts," sopho
more Steven Szul commented. 

It seems that Christmas has lost its joyful spirit and 
has turned into a chaotic mess dealing only with 
money, and it's not a small amount of money either. 

The U.S. Census Bureau found that department 
stores alone made almost $32 billion last December. 
The total amount of sales last December from online 
shopping was almost $22 .billion dollars. This is an 
outrageous amount of money, and to think that this 
huge amount of money is made in one month's time is 
mind blowing. 

No wonder Christmas has turned out to be this way. 
With commercials advertising expensive devices such 
as iPods and game consoles, more and more people 
want these types of high priced gifts, turning Christ-

giving, it's no surprise that people feel rushed into having 
to start holiday shopping earlier and earlier each year. 

Stoeber! added that the early bird specials and outra
geous holiday sales are out of control. 

"It's ridiculous how people wake up extremely early 
just to save a couple bucks," she said. 

Not only is that cfazy;btff some people who try to get in 
on these special bargains end up getting hurt. 

This year CNN released a report the day after Thanks
giving about stories in which early Christmas shoppers in 
search of saving money on holiday bargains were injured. 
One woman was toppled over in a Wal-Mart because so 
many people were rushing to get a head start on the good 
deals. People stepped on her and walked past her, and 
others got pushed to the ground with her. It's one thing 
when people become greedy in a matter of days, but when 
people actually get hurt because of it, then it's ridiculous. 

The days where Christmas season meant sitting in front 
of a warm fire sipping hot chocolate while reminiscing are 
gone. The idea of sharing and giving through kindness of 
heart has turned into guilt and greed. 

"Instead of spending more time with family, people are 
out shopping all the time," Szul said. 

Christmas is supposed to be a time when people slow 
down and take the time to enjoy their lives, not rush about 
trying to squeeze in every possible moment to buy pre
sents and sink into debt. It's time for us to get our values 
and morals straight. After all, 'tis the season to be jolly. 

Carrie Staton 
Junior 

"Wait for 
.Santa to 
come." 

h 

·"Throw 
snowballs at 

·cars;'' 

5 
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By Julie Youngwlth 
Although most people do not 

realize it, Donner is not this 
reindeer's real name. His birth 
name was actually Donder, the 
Dutch word for thunder, but 
when he joined Santa's team all 
of the other reindeer had trouble 
pronouncing his foreign name. 
Donder, known as the easy-go
ing, free-spirited reindeer, just 
went along with it and has been 
Donner ever since. 

"I guess I've just gotten used 
to everyone saying my name 
wrong," said Donner. 

Donner was born and raised in 
Holland by his cheesemaker par
ents, Dirk and Margreet van 
Zan ten. He was a very active re
indeer serving as president of 
both the tree decorating club and 
Christmas caroling club, as well 
as captain of the extremely com
petitive snowman building team. 
One year his team placed second 
in the world championship. 

On the weekends he cashiered 
at his parent's Holly Jolly Cheese 
Shoppe. 

He was also a star of his 
school's track team, and it wasn't 
long before Santa Claus and his 

elves made the long trek from the 
North to recruit the swift rein
deer. 

"I saw him run the 50-meter 
dash and knew I needed him to 
help guide my sleigh," said Claus. 

When he received a letter in
viting him to join the team, 
Donner kicked off his wooden 
shoes, put on his jingle bells, said 
farewell to the tulips and pranced 
on up to the North Pole. 

"I was so excited when I found 
out I was on Santa's list," said 
Donner. "It was something I was 
dreaming of my whole life." 

At first Donner did not fit in 
with all of the other reindeer. 

"All of the other reindeer, es
pecially Dasher, made fun of my 
accent. I think they were just in
timidated by my wooden shoes," 
said Donner. 

Even though he is Jiving his 
dream in the North Pole, Donner 
still misses home. 

"I especially miss my parents," 
he said. "They still send me big 
blocks of cheese from the shoppe 
every week." 

This year will be Donner's eigh
teenth year pulling the sleigh on 
Christmas Eve. 

December 15, 2005 

Cute and cuddly Cupid 
By Katie Taylor 
Cupid has a refreshingly opti

mistic outlook on Jove and ro
mance amidst the ever-complex 
dating scene of the North Pole. 

For years, she has had a crys
talline vision of the life she wants 
to have. First and foremost, she 
wants true love. 

"I have always looked for that 
perfect special someone," said 
Cupid. "I hope he has really big 
antlers." 

In addition, she also wants her 
husband to be wealthy, hand
some and belong to the 
social elite. 

Dasher seemed 
her prince charm
ing, but after a tumul
tuous relationship, she 
left him before his stint 
in rehab. 

"He couldn't expect 
me to deal with that," she 
said. "I have enough of 
my own problems to 
worry about his insecuri-

"But I've moved on." 
In her spare time, Cu

pid spends a lot 
of time on her 
looks. Fa
mous in the 
North Pole 
for her ever
changing antlers, 
Cupid has thought 
of opening her own 
boutique on the 
trendy Claus Drive. 

"I think that the 
masses would like to be 
more like me," she said. "I 

would enjoy shar
ing my unique style 
with the rest of the 

ties." Pole." 
Not long after the breakup, Despite her 

Cupid fell hard for her long time busy schedule 
crush, the star reindeer Blitzen. Cupid has 
Despite his reputation for being kept her place on the 
a Casanova, Cupid saw past his elite line of ·Santa's 
reputation and discovered a "soul Christmastime sleigh pullers 
mate." '· J <- " ~"" J ·"'n .~ .~ for more than 15 yPar$. • r ,. ~ 1 T 

Theydatedforawhile, but true "Sleigh carrying keeps me 

Vivacious and vibrant Vixen 

to his nature, Blitzen became in- level, " Cupid said . "This 
volved with a series of other re- Christmas is going to be a great 
indeer, leaving Cupid lonely and race, and I won't let any of my 
heartbroken. drama get in the way of the 

"I was crushed," said Cupid. job." 

By Andrea Bradley 
Although Vixen is a reindeer, 

she is as sly as a fox . 

crowned prom queen. 
"I had everything. I was the 

captain of the varsity 
Look, up in the sky! Comet! 

Ever since she was born, she 
let others know who was in 
charge. 

By the eighth grade, Vixen 
joined her school's cheerleading 
squad and soon became the cap
tain, maliciously tricking 
the coach into doing 
anything she said. 

Vixen soon 
had it all, and 
went into high 
school as "the 
popular girl. " 
No matter 
what, Vixen al
ways found a 

cheerleading squad and By Andrea Bradley 
volleybal. My boyfriend Spud AsateenagerlivingintheNorth 
was hot, and let's face it, every- Pole, Comet was eager to get out 
one wanted to be me," said Vixen. on his own and make money. His 

It was Vixen's loud mouth that parents were reluctant at first, but 
got her the spot on Santa's Sleigh when he found a job at a local 

Team. After she lost in McPenguin, they agreed to let him 
a race against her go. Every day after school, Comet 

brother Blitzen, went straight to work. 
she com- The job wasn't the best, and 
plained her soon Comet became the slave of 
way into the store. Everyday his boss made 
Santa's..of~him dean-tables, .sweep the floor, 
lice. and pick up garbage. One day 

"It just while working a night shift, 
wasn't fair! Com.et snapped. 

He cheated, His boss told him that he was 
he always only good for washing floors and 

cheats. Plus, I would never amount to anything. 
little brother. have a much better Comet quit on the spot. 

"She always tricked me sense of direction than One day while watching TV, 
into doing things for her. If she he does, I would be perfect for Comet saw a commercial for the 
asked me to get her a drink, I the team!" she said. try-outs for Santa's Sleigh Team. 
would always say no. But then, Santa couldn't take her com- "Atthatpoint,Iknewitwasmy 
she would say 'I bet you can't get plaining after listening to her for time to shine. It was my only 
my drink in under 30 seconds! ' hours, and he awarded Vixen the chancetoshowmydam boss who 
And you know me, I knew I spot alongside her brother. was better!" said Comet. 
could, so there I would go, get- Eversince,Vixenhasbeenbrag- Comet knew he had nine 
ting her drink ," said brother ging about her amazing reindeer months to get ready. Everyday 
Blitzen. abilities . after school he went to the gym. 

By her senior year in high "I am the best, dam it!" she Comettriedtorunarnileevery 
school, Vixen had already been added, like always. other day, but his motivation 

. ' 

started slipping. His close friend 
Lancer suggested joining the 
school track team. Comet took 
the advice and soon was the fan 
favorite and all the cheerlead
ers cheered hard for him. 

The day of try-outs finally ap
proached and Comet crushed 
his first opponent. But, Comet's 
second round didn't go as well 
as he wanted. 

"I was put up against a rein
deer named Dasher, I ran against 
him in a track meet once before, 
and he blew me away. I thought 
I was done," said Comet. 

The second day of tryouts was 
much better. Still , believing that 
he had no chance in winning, 
Comet refused to give up. This 
is what got him onto Santa 's 
team. 

"I could tell right away that 
Comet had the heart for my 
team. He isn't the fastest , but he 
is the hardest worker on the 
team," said Santa Claus. 

Ever since, Comet couldn't be 
happier working for his new 
boss. He doesn't even mind oc
casionally cleaning up after the 
others. 
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Blitzen becomes bad boy of the North Pole 
By Kellie Vlmlch 
What would Santa Claus' 

Christmas Eve sleigh ride be 
without Blitzen? 

"Peaceful," said Claus and 
his other reindeer. 

\Ve've h rd enough about 
Rudolph. lt''s tbne to give 
the othe eight t•eintleet• 
theit· til . to shine. Read At I 8, Blitzen 

decided to branch out 
from his life as a social
ite, creating a clothing 
line and acting in sev
eral minor films. 

theh· quh·ky 
elta•·ae 

Suddenly 

B 1 i tz en h a u.:ol!'flr.Jn1!~ 
burst onto the 

Dancer and h dancing revolution scene, and could be seen on the 
. candy cane carpet at every movie 

By Brittany Blanchard " she was a.Pl&. .lP..~I!dillim .t:Pr, 
After suffet'irtg a debilit'an'ng in- t e regional t:ofitest at theurging 

jury last Christmas, Santa's most f Santa to overcome her ob
vivacious reindeer has beaten the s es and pursue her dancing as

first and for.~m,o,s~ )"'}.t.hrl~2~~\\l,s,, 1 premiere and award show. 
one ofhts remdeer and I am hon- The other reindeer were not 
ored to have the privilege to work happy with Blitzen's newfound 
for him each Christmas," Dancer fame. 
said. "No matter what the out-

"He was always drinking or 
doing salt licks. At every club or 
party we went to he would 

get a little 'blitzed' 
and before you 

knew it, he was be-
ing arrested," said 

reindeer Donner. 
Soon Blitzen began 

filming his reality show 
"Down to Earth," which 

involved him living in ru
ral areas with normal deer 

families. 
His career progressed as 

every wannabe actor's does. 
He went on to do another year 
of his show before moving on 
to star in predictable horror 

movies and cameo in bad 
sitcoms. Many thought that 
Blitzen was, at that point in his 
career, a double threat with his 
various product lines and his act-
in g. 

"Blitzen was definitely a threat 
For a while. his presence was al
most enough to stop people from 
watching TV or movies, and even 
enough for them to not want to 

shop. That was how ridiculous he 
was," said Claus. 

People soon got tired of 
Blitzen's antics. As the deer aged 
he got desperate to reclaim the 
limelight, even attempting a ca
reer in music. The project failed. 

Unfortunately that was not the 
last time the world would hear 
from Blitzen. He was recently 
found with massive amounts of 
salt lick, resulting in numerous 
hours of community service. 

Currently, Blitzen is taking a 
break from his high-profile career 
and is at Claus' ranch, the North 
Pole. His manager has said that 
during this brief hiatus his client 
will concentrate on pulling·a" 
sleigh like an honest, working
class reindeer. 

Blitzen refused an interview, 
but in a prepared statement for 
the media he said, "I am just go
ing to take it one Christmas at a 
time, and stay focused. I am re
ally starting to hit my stride on 
the team, and I am back on track 
and headed in the right direc-
tion." 

odds and earned a spot on the 
North Pole's most prestigious tal- "She always choreographed 
ent competition: Arctic Idol: t e best routines for our holiday 
Dance-o-rama. s wcases but I knew she had the 

come of this competition I will Dashing through the snow with Dasher 
always remain loyal to Santa and 
my responsibilities here." 

Dancer, described by her rein- entia! for something greater," Although Dancer's reindeer 
colleagues declined an official 
comment, Santa assured the pub
lic that they are all greatly in sup
port of Dancer's latest achieve

deer peers as thoughtful , unique, said Santa. 
and creative, injured her left ant- Auditions took place over the 
ler last year after being involved 'Qlanksgiving weekend but the 
in a head·on collision. show has conveniently decided 

Doctors speculated that topostponetapinguntil afterthe 
Dancer may never be able to carry liday season so that Dancer 
Santa's sleigh nor perform her ill not have to abandon her 
original dancing again, however sleigh pulling duties. 

ments. 
"We're all very happy for 

Dancer," said Santa. "After ev
erything she has been through, she 
most certainly deserves this ophard work and determination "As grateful as I am for this 

paid off for the spirited reindeer portunity, my priorities lie portunity." 

These boots a e made for prancing 
By Ellyn Fortino 
Growing up at theN orth Pole 

seems fun and carefree fo r 
reindeers, but that was not the 
case for young Prancer. 

Due to all the snow at the North 
Pole, Prancer's mother made him 
wear bright red, rubber snow 
boots so he did not catch cold. 
"I hated those stupid boots," said 
Prancer. "They smelled like 
cheap, new tennis shoes, and all 
the kids at school would laugh." 

Comet was the meanest rein
deer,of all to Prancer at school, 
and every day he would laugh at 
his rubber boots and throw snow
balls at his face. 

"Prancer was such a dork in el
ementary school with those big 
red boots," said Comet. "I don't 

~ el bad at all throwing snow at worried when Prancer would not 
Him." even go outside to make snow 

Every day Prancer would go deer. 
home crying because of Comet "That was once his favorite 
pushing him in the snow and thing to do, and when he lost in
throwing snowballs at him, but terest iknew something wasboth
his mother still insisted on him ering him," she said . 
wearing the red boots. Over the Prancer's mother sent him to re
years, Prancer became more and in deer recovery to overcome his 
more scared of snow. fear of snow. 

He developed chionophobia, "I was really angry with my 
fear of snow. Every opportunity mom, but now I know that with
he had , he wou ld avoid it. out her help I would not be able 

· cerstartedprancingalongon to fly Santa's sleigh," Prancer 
t e snow so his feet would not said. "Now when it snows I smile 
have to touch it. and play outside instead ofshut-

"Every time I see snow I get ting myself in my room." 
scared, even to this day," said Over the months Prancer has 
Prancer. "It just reminds me of overcome his fear, however he 
being bullied." still has the habit of prancing over 

His mother started to become the snow. 

By David Thomas 
True to his namesake, Dasher 

was one of the fastest reindeer in 
Santa Claus' pack. The only thing 
that could keep up with him was 
his past. 

"The worst mistake I've ever 
made was the whipped cream," 
said Dasher, now a broken rein
deer with broken dreams. 
"Man, my life was so much 
simpler then." 

Shortly after becoming 
one of Santa Claus 's 
reindeer, Dasher 
grew a massive ego. 
According to_ s.ome.. 
of Santa 's elves, 
Dasher proclaimed 
himself the fastest re
indeer in the world. 

"He was annoying 
to the point of agony," 
said one elf, anonymously. 
"Then, one day, another re
indeer showed him up." 

The reindeer in question was a 
foreigner who challenged Dasher 
to a race. The foreigner beat 
Dasher, and Dasher's ego col
lapsed. 

"!just kept trying to push my
self to be the best," said Dasher. 
"That's when I went downhill." 

Dasher started to eat whipped 
cream constantly. He saw vast 

improvement in all his times, but 
his health suffered. 

"The doctor said I was on a 
path to self-destruction, but I 
didn't listen," said Dasher. 

According to the Food and 
Drug Administration, digested 
whipped cream can give reindeer 
temporary super-reindeer effects, 

such as 

s u -
per strength or super speed. How
ever, they can cause intense pain. 

"That's when I started to eat 
massive amounts ofWhite Castle 
hamburgers," said Dasher, a tear 
coming to his eye. "It's scientifi
cally proven that sliders create a 
tranquilizer effect in reindeer. I 
thought they would offset the 
whipped cream. Boy was I 

wrong." 
Dasher's day of reckoning 

came on Christmas Eve, 1984. He 
had just eaten a White Castle 
slider when his body shut down. 

"I completely crashed. I lost all 
control of my bodily functions. I 
couldn't do anything," said 
Dasher. 

Dasher's incapacitation led to 
a five-hour delay of Claus' run. 
The next day, an enraged Claus 
fired Dasher off the team. 

"They replaced me. But not 
with another reindeer. They 
just digitally add me with that 
CGI [computer generated 
image] stuff," Dasher spat. 

On his own, Dasher 
quickly exhausted his supply 
of food, and hewas unable to 

buy any. 
His life broken, Dasher en

tered Reindeer Anonymous (RA), 
an organization that helps rein
deer with addictions . He entered 
their 12-step program, and, de
spite a few relapses, he has 
reached step nine, otherwise 
known as apologizing. 

According to him, Dasher has 
formally apologized to Santa for 
that fateful night in 1984. How
ever, as Dasher described, getting 
back on the team is "slim to 
none." 
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By Julie Youngwlth 
Although most people do not 

realize it, Donner is not this 
reindeer's real name. His birth 
name was actually Donder, the 
Dutch word for thunder, but 
when he joined Santa's team all 
of the other reindeer had trouble 
pronouncing his foreign name. 
Donder, known as the easy-go
ing, free-spirited reindeer, just 
went along with it and has been 
Donner ever since. 

"I guess I've just gotten used 
to everyone saying my name 
wrong," said Donner. 

Donner was born and raised in 
Holland by his cheesemaker par
ents, Dirk and Margreet van 
Zan ten. He was a very active re
indeer serving as president of 
both the tree decorating club and 
Christmas caroling club, as well 
as captain of the extremely com
petitive snowman building team. 
One year his team placed second 
in the world championship. 

On the weekends he cashiered 
at his parent's Holly Jolly Cheese 
Shoppe. 

He was also a star of his 
school's track team, and it wasn't 
long before Santa Claus and his 

elves made the long trek from the 
North to recruit the swift rein
deer. 

"I saw him run the 50-meter 
dash and knew I needed him to 
help guide my sleigh," said Claus. 

When he received a letter in
viting him to join the team, 
Donner kicked off his wooden 
shoes, put on his jingle bells, said 
farewell to the tulips and pranced 
on up to the North Pole. 

"I was so excited when I found 
out I was on Santa's list," said 
Donner. "It was something I was 
dreaming of my whole life." 

At first Donner did not fit in 
with all of the other reindeer. 

"All of the other reindeer, es
pecially Dasher, made fun of my 
accent. I think they were just in
timidated by my wooden shoes," 
said Donner. 

Even though he is Jiving his 
dream in the North Pole, Donner 
still misses home. 

"I especially miss my parents," 
he said. "They still send me big 
blocks of cheese from the shoppe 
every week." 

This year will be Donner's eigh
teenth year pulling the sleigh on 
Christmas Eve. 
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Cute and cuddly Cupid 
By Katie Taylor 
Cupid has a refreshingly opti

mistic outlook on Jove and ro
mance amidst the ever-complex 
dating scene of the North Pole. 

For years, she has had a crys
talline vision of the life she wants 
to have. First and foremost, she 
wants true love. 

"I have always looked for that 
perfect special someone," said 
Cupid. "I hope he has really big 
antlers." 

In addition, she also wants her 
husband to be wealthy, hand
some and belong to the 
social elite. 

Dasher seemed 
her prince charm
ing, but after a tumul
tuous relationship, she 
left him before his stint 
in rehab. 

"He couldn't expect 
me to deal with that," she 
said. "I have enough of 
my own problems to 
worry about his insecuri-

"But I've moved on." 
In her spare time, Cu

pid spends a lot 
of time on her 
looks. Fa
mous in the 
North Pole 
for her ever
changing antlers, 
Cupid has thought 
of opening her own 
boutique on the 
trendy Claus Drive. 

"I think that the 
masses would like to be 
more like me," she said. "I 

would enjoy shar
ing my unique style 
with the rest of the 

ties." Pole." 
Not long after the breakup, Despite her 

Cupid fell hard for her long time busy schedule 
crush, the star reindeer Blitzen. Cupid has 
Despite his reputation for being kept her place on the 
a Casanova, Cupid saw past his elite line of ·Santa's 
reputation and discovered a "soul Christmastime sleigh pullers 
mate." '· J <- " ~"" J ·"'n .~ .~ for more than 15 yPar$. • r ,. ~ 1 T 

Theydatedforawhile, but true "Sleigh carrying keeps me 

Vivacious and vibrant Vixen 

to his nature, Blitzen became in- level, " Cupid said . "This 
volved with a series of other re- Christmas is going to be a great 
indeer, leaving Cupid lonely and race, and I won't let any of my 
heartbroken. drama get in the way of the 

"I was crushed," said Cupid. job." 

By Andrea Bradley 
Although Vixen is a reindeer, 

she is as sly as a fox . 

crowned prom queen. 
"I had everything. I was the 

captain of the varsity 
Look, up in the sky! Comet! 

Ever since she was born, she 
let others know who was in 
charge. 

By the eighth grade, Vixen 
joined her school's cheerleading 
squad and soon became the cap
tain, maliciously tricking 
the coach into doing 
anything she said. 

Vixen soon 
had it all, and 
went into high 
school as "the 
popular girl. " 
No matter 
what, Vixen al
ways found a 

cheerleading squad and By Andrea Bradley 
volleybal. My boyfriend Spud AsateenagerlivingintheNorth 
was hot, and let's face it, every- Pole, Comet was eager to get out 
one wanted to be me," said Vixen. on his own and make money. His 

It was Vixen's loud mouth that parents were reluctant at first, but 
got her the spot on Santa's Sleigh when he found a job at a local 

Team. After she lost in McPenguin, they agreed to let him 
a race against her go. Every day after school, Comet 

brother Blitzen, went straight to work. 
she com- The job wasn't the best, and 
plained her soon Comet became the slave of 
way into the store. Everyday his boss made 
Santa's..of~him dean-tables, .sweep the floor, 
lice. and pick up garbage. One day 

"It just while working a night shift, 
wasn't fair! Com.et snapped. 

He cheated, His boss told him that he was 
he always only good for washing floors and 

cheats. Plus, I would never amount to anything. 
little brother. have a much better Comet quit on the spot. 

"She always tricked me sense of direction than One day while watching TV, 
into doing things for her. If she he does, I would be perfect for Comet saw a commercial for the 
asked me to get her a drink, I the team!" she said. try-outs for Santa's Sleigh Team. 
would always say no. But then, Santa couldn't take her com- "Atthatpoint,Iknewitwasmy 
she would say 'I bet you can't get plaining after listening to her for time to shine. It was my only 
my drink in under 30 seconds! ' hours, and he awarded Vixen the chancetoshowmydam boss who 
And you know me, I knew I spot alongside her brother. was better!" said Comet. 
could, so there I would go, get- Eversince,Vixenhasbeenbrag- Comet knew he had nine 
ting her drink ," said brother ging about her amazing reindeer months to get ready. Everyday 
Blitzen. abilities . after school he went to the gym. 

By her senior year in high "I am the best, dam it!" she Comettriedtorunarnileevery 
school, Vixen had already been added, like always. other day, but his motivation 

. ' 

started slipping. His close friend 
Lancer suggested joining the 
school track team. Comet took 
the advice and soon was the fan 
favorite and all the cheerlead
ers cheered hard for him. 

The day of try-outs finally ap
proached and Comet crushed 
his first opponent. But, Comet's 
second round didn't go as well 
as he wanted. 

"I was put up against a rein
deer named Dasher, I ran against 
him in a track meet once before, 
and he blew me away. I thought 
I was done," said Comet. 

The second day of tryouts was 
much better. Still , believing that 
he had no chance in winning, 
Comet refused to give up. This 
is what got him onto Santa 's 
team. 

"I could tell right away that 
Comet had the heart for my 
team. He isn't the fastest , but he 
is the hardest worker on the 
team," said Santa Claus. 

Ever since, Comet couldn't be 
happier working for his new 
boss. He doesn't even mind oc
casionally cleaning up after the 
others. 
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Blitzen becomes bad boy of the North Pole 
By Kellie Vlmlch 
What would Santa Claus' 

Christmas Eve sleigh ride be 
without Blitzen? 

"Peaceful," said Claus and 
his other reindeer. 

\Ve've h rd enough about 
Rudolph. lt''s tbne to give 
the othe eight t•eintleet• 
theit· til . to shine. Read At I 8, Blitzen 

decided to branch out 
from his life as a social
ite, creating a clothing 
line and acting in sev
eral minor films. 

theh· quh·ky 
elta•·ae 

Suddenly 

B 1 i tz en h a u.:ol!'flr.Jn1!~ 
burst onto the 

Dancer and h dancing revolution scene, and could be seen on the 
. candy cane carpet at every movie 

By Brittany Blanchard " she was a.Pl&. .lP..~I!dillim .t:Pr, 
After suffet'irtg a debilit'an'ng in- t e regional t:ofitest at theurging 

jury last Christmas, Santa's most f Santa to overcome her ob
vivacious reindeer has beaten the s es and pursue her dancing as

first and for.~m,o,s~ )"'}.t.hrl~2~~\\l,s,, 1 premiere and award show. 
one ofhts remdeer and I am hon- The other reindeer were not 
ored to have the privilege to work happy with Blitzen's newfound 
for him each Christmas," Dancer fame. 
said. "No matter what the out-

"He was always drinking or 
doing salt licks. At every club or 
party we went to he would 

get a little 'blitzed' 
and before you 

knew it, he was be-
ing arrested," said 

reindeer Donner. 
Soon Blitzen began 

filming his reality show 
"Down to Earth," which 

involved him living in ru
ral areas with normal deer 

families. 
His career progressed as 

every wannabe actor's does. 
He went on to do another year 
of his show before moving on 
to star in predictable horror 

movies and cameo in bad 
sitcoms. Many thought that 
Blitzen was, at that point in his 
career, a double threat with his 
various product lines and his act-
in g. 

"Blitzen was definitely a threat 
For a while. his presence was al
most enough to stop people from 
watching TV or movies, and even 
enough for them to not want to 

shop. That was how ridiculous he 
was," said Claus. 

People soon got tired of 
Blitzen's antics. As the deer aged 
he got desperate to reclaim the 
limelight, even attempting a ca
reer in music. The project failed. 

Unfortunately that was not the 
last time the world would hear 
from Blitzen. He was recently 
found with massive amounts of 
salt lick, resulting in numerous 
hours of community service. 

Currently, Blitzen is taking a 
break from his high-profile career 
and is at Claus' ranch, the North 
Pole. His manager has said that 
during this brief hiatus his client 
will concentrate on pulling·a" 
sleigh like an honest, working
class reindeer. 

Blitzen refused an interview, 
but in a prepared statement for 
the media he said, "I am just go
ing to take it one Christmas at a 
time, and stay focused. I am re
ally starting to hit my stride on 
the team, and I am back on track 
and headed in the right direc-
tion." 

odds and earned a spot on the 
North Pole's most prestigious tal- "She always choreographed 
ent competition: Arctic Idol: t e best routines for our holiday 
Dance-o-rama. s wcases but I knew she had the 

come of this competition I will Dashing through the snow with Dasher 
always remain loyal to Santa and 
my responsibilities here." 

Dancer, described by her rein- entia! for something greater," Although Dancer's reindeer 
colleagues declined an official 
comment, Santa assured the pub
lic that they are all greatly in sup
port of Dancer's latest achieve

deer peers as thoughtful , unique, said Santa. 
and creative, injured her left ant- Auditions took place over the 
ler last year after being involved 'Qlanksgiving weekend but the 
in a head·on collision. show has conveniently decided 

Doctors speculated that topostponetapinguntil afterthe 
Dancer may never be able to carry liday season so that Dancer 
Santa's sleigh nor perform her ill not have to abandon her 
original dancing again, however sleigh pulling duties. 

ments. 
"We're all very happy for 

Dancer," said Santa. "After ev
erything she has been through, she 
most certainly deserves this ophard work and determination "As grateful as I am for this 

paid off for the spirited reindeer portunity, my priorities lie portunity." 

These boots a e made for prancing 
By Ellyn Fortino 
Growing up at theN orth Pole 

seems fun and carefree fo r 
reindeers, but that was not the 
case for young Prancer. 

Due to all the snow at the North 
Pole, Prancer's mother made him 
wear bright red, rubber snow 
boots so he did not catch cold. 
"I hated those stupid boots," said 
Prancer. "They smelled like 
cheap, new tennis shoes, and all 
the kids at school would laugh." 

Comet was the meanest rein
deer,of all to Prancer at school, 
and every day he would laugh at 
his rubber boots and throw snow
balls at his face. 

"Prancer was such a dork in el
ementary school with those big 
red boots," said Comet. "I don't 

~ el bad at all throwing snow at worried when Prancer would not 
Him." even go outside to make snow 

Every day Prancer would go deer. 
home crying because of Comet "That was once his favorite 
pushing him in the snow and thing to do, and when he lost in
throwing snowballs at him, but terest iknew something wasboth
his mother still insisted on him ering him," she said . 
wearing the red boots. Over the Prancer's mother sent him to re
years, Prancer became more and in deer recovery to overcome his 
more scared of snow. fear of snow. 

He developed chionophobia, "I was really angry with my 
fear of snow. Every opportunity mom, but now I know that with
he had , he wou ld avoid it. out her help I would not be able 

· cerstartedprancingalongon to fly Santa's sleigh," Prancer 
t e snow so his feet would not said. "Now when it snows I smile 
have to touch it. and play outside instead ofshut-

"Every time I see snow I get ting myself in my room." 
scared, even to this day," said Over the months Prancer has 
Prancer. "It just reminds me of overcome his fear, however he 
being bullied." still has the habit of prancing over 

His mother started to become the snow. 

By David Thomas 
True to his namesake, Dasher 

was one of the fastest reindeer in 
Santa Claus' pack. The only thing 
that could keep up with him was 
his past. 

"The worst mistake I've ever 
made was the whipped cream," 
said Dasher, now a broken rein
deer with broken dreams. 
"Man, my life was so much 
simpler then." 

Shortly after becoming 
one of Santa Claus 's 
reindeer, Dasher 
grew a massive ego. 
According to_ s.ome.. 
of Santa 's elves, 
Dasher proclaimed 
himself the fastest re
indeer in the world. 

"He was annoying 
to the point of agony," 
said one elf, anonymously. 
"Then, one day, another re
indeer showed him up." 

The reindeer in question was a 
foreigner who challenged Dasher 
to a race. The foreigner beat 
Dasher, and Dasher's ego col
lapsed. 

"!just kept trying to push my
self to be the best," said Dasher. 
"That's when I went downhill." 

Dasher started to eat whipped 
cream constantly. He saw vast 

improvement in all his times, but 
his health suffered. 

"The doctor said I was on a 
path to self-destruction, but I 
didn't listen," said Dasher. 

According to the Food and 
Drug Administration, digested 
whipped cream can give reindeer 
temporary super-reindeer effects, 

such as 

s u -
per strength or super speed. How
ever, they can cause intense pain. 

"That's when I started to eat 
massive amounts ofWhite Castle 
hamburgers," said Dasher, a tear 
coming to his eye. "It's scientifi
cally proven that sliders create a 
tranquilizer effect in reindeer. I 
thought they would offset the 
whipped cream. Boy was I 

wrong." 
Dasher's day of reckoning 

came on Christmas Eve, 1984. He 
had just eaten a White Castle 
slider when his body shut down. 

"I completely crashed. I lost all 
control of my bodily functions. I 
couldn't do anything," said 
Dasher. 

Dasher's incapacitation led to 
a five-hour delay of Claus' run. 
The next day, an enraged Claus 
fired Dasher off the team. 

"They replaced me. But not 
with another reindeer. They 
just digitally add me with that 
CGI [computer generated 
image] stuff," Dasher spat. 

On his own, Dasher 
quickly exhausted his supply 
of food, and hewas unable to 

buy any. 
His life broken, Dasher en

tered Reindeer Anonymous (RA), 
an organization that helps rein
deer with addictions . He entered 
their 12-step program, and, de
spite a few relapses, he has 
reached step nine, otherwise 
known as apologizing. 

According to him, Dasher has 
formally apologized to Santa for 
that fateful night in 1984. How
ever, as Dasher described, getting 
back on the team is "slim to 
none." 
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Movie takes a spin on 
high school drama 

By David Thomas 
Senior Eric Lauer had no 

idea how fun it could be to star 
0 0 

mamov1e. 
"It's really fun, especially 

when they turn on the cameras 
when you're just doing normal 
stuff," said Lauer. "But I have 
to tone myself down for my 
character. I just have too much 
personality." 

Lauer is starring in "My First 
Homecoming," a movie being 
filmed at the ~igh school. 
Lauer plays awkward teenager 
Chris while industrial arts 
teacher Christopher Bardey 
plays the adult Chris. 

"It starts out with my char
acter, Chris, dismissing class 
when another teacher comes in 
and convinces him to be a chap
erone for the homecoming 
dance," said Bardey. 

The movie was written and 
directed by film teacher An
drew Vitacek, a friend of 
Bardey's. 

"Everyone has gone to a 
homecoming dance or prom," 
said writer-director Andrew 
Vitacek. "I just wondered, 

'What if you go to your first 
homecoming, but you're not a 
student, you're a teacher?'" 

Vitacek teaches film, 
Photoshop, and web design at 
the American Academy of Art 
in Chicago. Vitacek got the idea 
for "My First Homecoming" 
when he was chatting with 
Bardey while they were room
mates in Atlanta. 

"The movie basically started 
out as a 'what if' question. It 
stayed in the back of my mind, 
where I added more details and 
such as time went on," said Photo by David Thomas 
Vitacek. "I wrote the initial Andrew Vitacek plans on expanding "My First Homecoming" into several movies that will 
script in a night." follow other characters who are all interconnected. 

There have been many However, as Vitacek and for other movies. Right now, and he has not filmed the eli-
changes in the script. More dia- Bardey will testify, the filming even while we're filming, I'm 
Iogue has be given to Amy, the process has been rough. adding things that would serve 
object of the young Chris' af- "It's not as easy to film a as foreshadowing into the 
fections in high school. How- movieasithoughtitwouldbe," other movies," said Vitacek. 
ever,hiseffortsofwooingAmy said Vitacek. "I now look at "Ijusthavetodecidewhether 
(played by junior Courtney movies and commercials in a or not the movies would fo
Antzcak) are hampered by the completely different light." cus around the lead character, 
presence of her boyfriend, jock Vitacek is debating whether or several others, and have 
stereotype J-Bird. or not to expand the story of them interconnected." 

"J-Bird is the man with the "My First Homecoming," into Vitacek is still filming "My 
ladies at his hands," said junior more movies, eventually tum- First Homecoming." He is 
Derek Soutar, who plays the ing into a series. primarily working on scenes 
younger J. Bird. "I've already written scripts that involve numerous extras, 

max. 
Once completed, Vitacek 

plans to use the movie as a 
teaching example at the 
Academy. 

"He's a real hands-on guy," 
said Bardey. "He likes all the 
examples he uses in class to 
be stuff he's done." 

"My First Homecoming" 
will make its debut in the high 
school's film festival, and at 
the Academy's film festival. 

Midnight Madness participants 
reap the benefits of hard work 

College Column ... 
Students begin sending FAFSA applications in 

By Brittany Blanchard 
The annual Midnight Mad

ness took place in the Bishop 
gym on Nov. 16 complete 
with pie eating contests, game 
shows, and the winning of a 
brand new A TV. 

As always, Midnight Mad
ness was a student-orchestrated 
event produced by the mar
keting class as a class project. 

Formerly run by Dan 
McCarthy, Midnight Madness 
was a new experience not only 
for the students this year, but 
for teacher Doug French as 
well. 

Being that it ~as French's 
first time advising students on 
such a task, a lot of prepara
tion went into the event start
ing with watching tapes of pre
vious Midnight Madnesses. 

Overall, French was pleased 
with the outcome of the event. 

"I didn't know what to ex
pect having not seen one be
fore, but for the most part it 
exceeded my expectations," 
said French. 

Although there is always 
room for improvement, 
French said it was the students' 
seniority at the high school 
and excitement about the event 

that aided the organization the 
most. 

"Obviously the class is 
mostly juniors and seniors and 
their experience having been 
here and knowing the teachers 
and the school was a plus," said 
French. "They were also very 
enthusiastic." 

French said that the only real 
weakness within the production 
was student organization and 
efficiency between events. 

Senior Justine Egert was in
volved in the organization of 
Midnight Madness and said it 
was a lot harder but also a lot 
more fun than she anticipated. 

"We worked on the show for 
four weeks prior to the actual 
event and crammed a whole lot 
of preparation into that time," 
said Egert. 

Despite the work and stress 
caused by last minute malfunc
tions, Egert is grateful she had 
the opportunity to participate in 
the event. 

"At the end when everything 
finally came together, it was an 
awesome feeling," said Egert. 
"It taught me a lot about mar
keting that I wouldn't have been 
able to obtain just by reading a 
textbook or doing worksheets." 

hopes of receiving assistance from colleges 
By Kellle Vlmlch student stops attending the schools will take students 
As first semester comes to school. who fit their criteria and a p-

an end, both juniors and se- While seniors attempt to af. ply before the rush. 
niors must prepare for impor- ford college, juniors should "Students may not think 
tant steps in the college pro- begin visiting campuses and they qualify for financial aid, 
cess. narrowing down their pro- but they should still try for 

In January, seniors must fill spective choices. it," said Roley. "If you don't 
out and send their Free Ap- A.ccording to Roley, stu- atleast ask, you're not going 
plication for Federal Student dents cannot begin their to get it." 
Aid (FAFSA), a form track- searches too soon, and need In the end of the year rush, 
ing the applicant's financial to find out what they are look- counselors ask for applica
situation. Schools then pre- ing for in a school before they tions and transcript requests 
parepackag'eS'tellingtbe-stu- makeanydecisions. at least two weeks before 
dent how much aid they will She said, "If students can deadlines, and Roley warned 
receive, which can assist stu- narrow their college search as seniors not to panic if a 
dents in deciding which col- juniors, then in senior year school says their transcripts 
lege to attend. they can concentrate on apply- have not arrived. 

Guidance counselor Mary ing those few schools they are "College admissions of-
Roley, who is in charge of the definitely considering. Stu- flees are just as busy and bee
school's communications dents should consider a tic as we are here, so even 
with colleges, urges seniors to school's programs, size, dis- once they get a student's pa
filloutFAFSAassoonaspos- tance from home, environ- per, they still need time to 
sible. nient and entrance require- sort and process them," she 

"lfastudentappliestoolate · ments." said. "Sometimes it's just a 
for · federeal assistance, the Most importantly Roley matter of the papers getting 
money may already be gone/'_ · said, is applying early'on, sq)arated or not being in the 
she said. whether for a school, aid or right office yet.'' 
; Themoneycancomeinthe scholarships, especially for · Rathetthan sending t~st · 
form of grants, loans and borderline Students. Though scores or transcriptS a second 
~rk-studies. Grants do riot ' some smaller and more pres- tirile, she advised to wait at 
need to be paid back, whereas tigious schools wait for a pool least anothedwo weeks, un
federalloans must begin to be ,. to grow and choose the best less students are pushing a 
Paid off six months after .the applicants, most public 'deadline. 
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Teachers help terminally ill children 
make a wish by gobbling up donations 

By Andrea Bradley 
The spirit of giving is high 

this year as holiday charity 
drives come to West Chicago. 

This year, the school partici
pated in a food drive, a toy 
drive, and the turkey suit con
test all in hopes to raise money 
for those in need. · 

It all started with the toy 
drive for victims of hurricane 
Katrina. Students were con
gratulated by P.E. teacher Kim 
Maloney for their "tremendous 
spirit of giving," and for their 
help with putting together a 
great toy drive. 

The scijool also had a food 
drive, where boxed and canned 
goods were donated to the West 

Chicago Food Pantry. wo~ld be special for them," 
Before Thanksgiving break, said Maloney. 

students donated $200 to the Maloney believes that the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation. drive this year made less 

Last years contest grossed money due to the multiple 
more than $3,000. drives in which students par-

Student Council repeated the ticipated in. 
drive from last year, saying that "Maybe the money donated 
whichever teacher had the was lower because we went to 
most money in their Ca.n would the new staff and did not have 
have to dress up in the turkey veteran favorite teachers that 
suit. were included last year," she · Bradley 

This year's contest was be- · said. · Social studies teacher Mitch McKenna (left) and physical edu-
tween new teachers only, The day before the long cation teacher Andy Rienke (right) endure a day in turkey suits 
where as last year's drive in- weekend, two teachers had to in order to raise money for the Make-A-Wish foundation. 

eluded most teachers at the wear the suit throughout the social studies teacher Mitch. over $8,000 between all three 
school. school day. Although every McKenna. drives. 

"Student Council thought teacher received donations, Although last year's turkey "Students of We-Go have 
with the number of new teach- winners were Physical Educa- contest earned more money, been quite generous this year," 
ers this type of welcoming tion teacher Andy Rienke and this yeM the school has raised said Maloney. 

La~ren Santelli's m~~:ltiple . 

achievements in. dance 
result in Artist ~fthe Month. 
{E8ch month a different line leaves roo~ for inteJ;preta

teacber wiUselectA.rtist of tion," said Santelli. ''It tells a 
Month. Helen Zmrhal story and lets the audience 
.-..... ·'""Santelli as Artist connect with the performer." 

By Julie Youngwlth 
December Artist of the 

Month senior Lauren Santelli 
hopes to turn her passion for 
dance into a career. 

Santelli had been dancing 
since she ·was about three 
years old when her mom put 
her in a ballet clasS to give her 
poise and good posture. 

"My mom never thought 

This dancer has proven her 
talent by winning numerous 
dance scholarships to take 
classes in Los Angeles at the 
EDGE andMillenniW:n dance 
studios. She bas also received 
scholarships to conventions 
like Nexstar, Urban Jam.m., 
Hollywood Vibe and Holly~ 
wood Connection. · 

Santelli is inspired by many 
choreographers, including her 

I'd love -------, dance · 
company's 
artistic direc
tors Racbelle 
Oschner, 
Brian Fried
manandMia 
Micheals. · 

dance so 
much," 
said San-
telli. "I 
wanted to 
dance all 

been a 
member 
oftheEX
C E L 

One of 
Santelli's fa-
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'Pride' goeth the fall .. .into bad movieland 

By Cristina Sarnelli 
Love stories are expected to . 

be romantic, enchanting, and 
heartwarming, triggering 
"aww's" from the audienGe and 
uplifting their spirits. Unfortu
nately, "Pride and Prejudice" 
(based on the book by Jane 
Austen) did exactly the oppo
site with its drawn out plot and 
confusing dialogue. 

The movie starts off by in
troducing the Bennets, a poor 
family made up of five girls and 
their parents. Their mother, 
(Brenda Blethyn) is rather an
noying and obsessed with find
ing. husbands for her daughters. 

When word gets around that 
someone is sponsoring a local 
ball, the mother goes abso
lutely ballistic and urges her 
daughters to get ready. for the 
occasion . . Here, Elizabeth 
Bennet (Keira Knightley) meets 
her future husband, Mr. Darcy 
(Matthew MacFadyen) who, at 
first impression, is an arrogant 
self-centered snob that she can
not stand. 

Elizabeth also known as 
Lizzie, is a witty, slightly sar
castic, and intelligent young 
woman who knows exactly 
what she wants in a man and 

thinks she knows all there is to 
know about lov~. Knightley's 
performance in the film is ab
solutely superb, perhaps the 
only thing that saves the movie 
from being downright horrible. 
She puts the right amount of 
emotion into every scene, and 
she makes her character believ- ~ 

able, while MacFadyen's per
formance, on the other hand, 
was bland. His facial expression 
was always solemn, and he 
never put much emotion into 
anything, making it hard to be
lieve that he actually loved 
Lizzie when he said so. 

'Most of the time 
Mr. Darcy is a high class snob who is arrogant and self-centered. Lizzie 

the CharacterS Were Bennet is a witty and sarcastic young lady. Will they !'lake it as a couple? 

in distress and tur- in marriage, but is turned away. 
At this point, the movie gets 

moil, and the most very choppy and skips around 
, a lot, going back and forth be-

romanttC part of tweenJaneandherloveinter-

th . • est, then to Lizzie's other sis
e entzre movte ters, and then back to her and 

isn't unti/ the end ' Mr. Darcy. It's also hard to un-
derstand how the characters 

--Cristina Sarnelli ended up where they did, espe
cially since 'the dialogue . is 

After meeting Darcy at the 
ball and hearing awful stories 
about how he betrayed his 
friend and her sister Jane 
(Rosamund Pike), Lizzie is dis
gusted. But Darcy has feelings 
for Lizzie and asks for her hand 

weighed down by thick accents 
and older vocabulary. 

In the end, Lizzie realizes that 
her assumptions about Mr. 
Darcy were false, and the feel
ings that she was denying 
through the entire movie finally 
come out and the two charac-

ters get hitched. 
The most disappointing part 

about the movie was that it was 
not as romantic as the pre
views. The characters were in 
distress and turmoil most of the 
time, and the most romantic 
part qf the entire movie is not 
until the end. By then the story 
becomes so tiring that it was not 
even that eute. - ,. t 

And man was it long. For the 
movie's runtime being about 
two hours, it-certainly felt like 
much more. Instead of leaving 
the theater with a satisfied, 
happy feeling it's more like a 
"thank goodness it's finally 
over" type of feeling. · 

'Hypnotize' is . definitely no 'Mezmerize' 
Lack of focus in music causes System of a Down Js 
newest-effort to fall short of previous album 

chants "Banana banana banana 
terracotta pie." 

Tankian does a tremendous 
job of switching from a soft, 

By David Thomas 
What can be said about Sys

tem of a Down that already 
hasn't been said? 

Anyone who has listened to 
the band's work will testify that 
their music is chaotic, political, 
and in some cases, downright 
weird. 

Thankfully, the band's latest 
album, "Hypnotize," is true to 
those roots. In terms of 
soundwise, the album fits along 
.with the rest of their work, so 
any accusations of"selling out" 
will remain very few. 

Still, the album is less focused 
than their previous album, 
"Mezmerize," even though 
both albums were recorded at 

the same time, just released at 
different points. 

"Hypnotize" is not a bad al
bum. It remains true to the band 
and to its fans. The band's po
litical diatribes can be found 
throughout the album. But 
they're different than those in 
"Mezmerize." The statements 
made in "Mezmerize" are sung 
as if action should be taken. 
The songs in "Hypnotize" 
seem to depict the aftermath. 
"Young men standing on the top 
of their own graves/Wondering 
when Jesus comes/ Are they 
gonna be saved," (from "Sol
dier Side") and 41Superstition 
taking all of us for a ride/ 
Mimes overtaken by the signs 
of the Right/The bombs are 
falling overhead with no sight/ 
While you are talking all de
tached, so tell us," (from "Ten
tative"). 

But like all System of a Down 

. soothing voice, to a raging, 
albums, there are few songs that sometimes screaming one (of
can make even the devoted fan ten in the same song), and mak
scratch their head and say, ing it sounq perfectly natural. 
"What?" Guitarist Daron Malakian, 

Here are the-ope.nilrglyrics ·who·provides backup vocals 
of "She's Like Heroin." "She's and even sings, bassist Shavo 
like heroin/Sipping through a Odadjian and drummer John 
little glass/I'm looking for Dolmayan also create riffs and 
some help/I need someone to beats that are very catchy and 
save her [expletive]." Then cangetstuckinone'shead. The 

opening riffs of "Hypnotize" 
and uAttack" are examples of 
this. (lbpnotize' is not 

'Jj Again, "Hypnotize" is not a 
a bad album. In a bad album. In a live setting, all 

of these songs would be amaz
-live Setting, all of ing (especially "Vicinity of 

· Obscenity"). But uHypnotize" 
these songs would does not rise up to the standards 

b • , set by 41Mezmerize." 
e amaztng. In the end, "Hypnotize" will 

--David Thomas b~ success~!~ both commer-
aally and cnucally. It's a good 
album with some solid riffs and 

there's 41 Vicinity of Obscenity, lyrics. It's just not great. It's no 
where vocalist Serj Tankian 41Mezmerize." 

" 
:.A:·:; Awesome 
})>;::Good 
. c = All tight '< 

<b =.Gould be W'orse ~< 
~·=Absolutely horrible 

To 10 
ho "day 

• movtes 
December is the most festive 

month of the year. Christmas, 
Hanukah, and Kwanza all re
si~e within these 31 days. Thus, 
the Top 10 Holiday Movies, as 
chosen by the Chronicle staff. 

1. It's A Wonderful Life 
(1946) 

2. How The Grinch Stole 
Christmas ( 1966) 

3. A Charlie Brown Christ-
mas(l965) d J ti!) « ''* t 1 

4. A Christmas Story (1984) 
5. Rudolph the Red-Nosed 

Reindeer (1964) 
6. The Nightmare Before . 

Christmas (1993) 
7. The Santa Clause (1994) 

· 8. Miracle On 34th Street 
(1947) 

9. Scrooged ( 1988) 
10. National Lampoon's 

Christmas Vacation (1989) 

SONIC BITES 

What stP.dents are 
~gto: 
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Photo courtesy of wheatonwesthockey.com 
Students from the Wheaton-West co-op ice hockey team practice at Center Ice of DuPage. 
Wheaton North player Luke Scheffler gets ready for an important face-off. 

Loatl high schools unite 
to daminate ice rink 

By Sabrina Potirala 
Tough competition isn't 

preventing Wheaton West's 
combined hockey team from 
hitting the ice hard. 

"We are up against a lot of 
tough teams this time 
around," said JV player fresh
man Shane Smith. 

The team's members in
clude students from West Chi
cago, Wheaton North, and 
Wheaton Academy. 

Head coach Matt Kasper 
feels that the team can im
prove their skills by under
standing the game as well as 
continuously practicing their 
offensive and defensive plays. 

The team meets every 
Monday and alternating Tues
day at the Center Ice of 

DuPage in West Chicago to 
practice the drills that will be 
used in the next game. 

The junior varsity team 
meets .one hour prior to the 
game and the varsity team 
meets 75 minutes prior to the 
game. 

The goal is that the players 
have enough time to do warm 
ups and off the ice drills," said 
public relations coordinator 
Teri Brown. Kasper's methods 
seem to be paying off with a 
varsity team record of 5-4-1 , 
as well as a JV record of 4-6. 

"Hockey is a rewarding sport 
that can help teach leadership, 
character and decision mak
ing," said Kasper. 

Varsity player, junior Derek 
Soutar, feels that no matter how 

Athlete of the Month 

discouraged someone gets 
while playing hockey, they 
should never give up hope. 

"You should never ever stop 
working towards any of your 
goals," said Soutar. "It will all 
pay off in the end." 

Varsity's schedule consists of 
a Saturday game versus 
Lockport/ Minooka at Center 
Ice and a Sunday game versus 
Lake Park. N's next game will 
also be played on Saturday ver
sus Lincolnway Central as well 
as a game Sunday versus 
Marist. 

If an individual is looking to 
try out for the team, next sea
son tryouts will be held in Au
gust. Wheaton West's season 
runs from September until 
March. 

Award given for remarkable talent 
(Each month a different 

coach will nominate an athlete 
.,[O.(..Athlet.e of.the Month. 
Head basketball coach Kevin 
Gimre selected Dennis Rocha 
for December.) 

By Brittany Blanchard 
Dennis Rocha ts 

December's Athlete of the 
Month for his contributions 
and outstanding leadership on 
the basketball team. 

"Dennis has been a team 
leader in practice as well as 
games and has been working 
hard to help the team in as 
many ways as he can," said 
coach Kevin Gimre. 

Rocha has been involved 
with Wildcat basketball 
throughout his high school ca
reer and currently serves as the 
varsity team's shooting guard. 

Today, Rocha only competi-

tively participates in basketball 
but was involved in football, 
baseball, and swimming when 
he was younger. 

Enjoying the fast pace of the 
game, Rocha loves basketball. 

Photo courtesy of Dennis Rocha 
Rocha plans to attend the Uni
versity of Illinois next year. 

"(My favorite part of basket
ball) is trying to dunk on fast 
breaks," Rocha said. 

Although Rocha is working 
hard to prosper this season and 
is optimistic regarding the · 
team's potential, his favorite 
memory involving basketball 
is attributed to last season. 

"I'll never forget beating 
West Aurora twice last year in 
the same week," Rocha said . 
"The feeling of those victories 
will always stay with me." 

"(My biggest inspiration in 
basketball) is Dee Brown be
cause he was the littlest player 
on a national championship 
team," Rocha said. 

Rocha will become much 
closer to this basketball icon as 
he is attending the University 
oflllinois next year as a chem
istry major. 
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Girls rebolllld after llllex ""'~~~loss to Glenbard 
With only two seniors on the 
team, the juniors step it up 

Photo by Andrea Bradley 

Junior Katie Norton warms up before the game. Norton hopes 
the team can work together to beat Naperville Central. 

By Julie Youngwith 
Despite the lack of seniors, 

the girls basketball team hopes 
to shoot for victory this season. 

41We relied mostly on the se
niors last year, but this year the 
juniors really have to step it up 
and control the paint a little 
more," said Wallner. 

The team has four returning 
players including senior Jessica 
Crawford, and juniors Kelsey 
Monroe, KateN orton and Me
lissa Olsen. 

This year's newcomers are 
senior Kelly Mateas, juniors 
Jordan Hall and Kristin 
Grimm, and sophomore Kayla 
Radloff. 

The starters are Crawford as 
. shooting guard, Monroe as 

point guard, Olsen as power 
forward, Mateas as shooting 
guard and Norton as center. 

The girls currently have a 
record of 4-3, and a 0-I confer
ence record. 

Dancers continue to prepare for the show, 
taking all of the steps in the right direction 

By Andrea Bradley 
Dance: Is it in you? Well, it is 

in all 32 dancers in dance pro
duction, and it is also the name 
of the 2006 dance production 
show. 

The production will take place 
on Jan. I9 and 21 and will cost 
$2 per person. 

Each year during first semes
ter, the dance production class 
practices everyday in hopes to 
pull off a an entertaining show. 

The dancers do all the work 
to create the show, including the 
choreography to their songs, 
light work, and costumes. 

"My favorite part (of the 

By Andrea Bradley 
First the White Sox, now 

the Bears?Ulicago teams are 
taking control. 

Chicago teamS are stepping 
it up, and giving their fans ex-
actly what they want, wins. 

This season, the team head-
lining major Chicago-land 
newspapers is the Bears. 

It's been a defining year for 
our Chicago heroes, and still, 
many can only manage to 
whimper out the name of 
Brian Urlacher. 

Not that supporting our 
teams is a bad thing. but it gets 
a little obnoxious when these 
"true" fims cheerfortheBears, 
but end up only cheering for 

show) is seeing the creativity 
of the choreography that the 
students came up with and 
helping them to make adjust
ments to make it the best dance 
that it can be," said instructor 
Helen Zrnrhal. 

This year's finale will be to 
41Call Me" by Blondie. 

During the dance, each grade 
is highlighted during a part of 
the song where the dancers 
will wear shirts with their 
phone numbers written on the 
back. 

The audience can look for
ward to dances to variety of 
songs from "It's Raining Men" 

one player. 
Although U rlacher is an 

amazing player, these new fans 
need to realize that he is not 
the only person carrying the 

team to victory. 
The entire defense is ranked 

at number one in the NFL, and 
there is more to the defense 
than just Urlacher. 

to "Kung-FuFighting" to "100 
Years" . 

There are also separate songs 
to emphasize each grades talent. 

Since all girls must create a 
solo, duet, or a trio for a grade, 
these dances will also be pre
sented during the show. 

"I think we're going to have a 
really good show this year," said 
senior Maria Espinoza. "We 
have so many talented dancers." 

Each dancer must try out for 
the class, with Zmrhal. 

Dancers are chosen by 
Zrnrhal and graudating seniors 
on their dance knowledge and 
technique. 

Take Nathan Vasher for ex-
ample. In a recent victory over 
the Green Bay Packers, the left 
cornerback scored the only 
touchdown for the Bears dur-
ing the game, from defense. 

No offense to the big guy, but 
I believe that name was 
Tillman, not Urlacher. 

Another honorable mention 
in the big rivalry game is 
Charles Tillman, intercepting 
a ball and turning the game 
around right before halftime. 

These are amazing plays by 
people other than Urlacher. 

Not only is the defense mak-
ing amazing plays, but the of-
fense is doing well too. 

Although Bears' quarterback 

The team lost to Glenbard 
North Nov. 2 9. The team 
stayed in control of the game 
for the first three quarters, 
leading by II points , but 
ended up losing the game 32-
35 in the last quarter. 

But the team rebounded 
Nov. 8 when they won 66-42 
against Glenbard East. 

"It was a pretty tough 
game," said Wallner. "We lost 
to a team that we weren't ex
pecting to lose to." 

Despite their unexpected 
loss, Wallner and her team 
have good expectations for the 
team this year, and are work
ing to improve even more. 

"We need consistent efforts 
and results from the returning 
players. If we get that then we . 
will get positive result," said 
Wallner. 

Last year the team won 18 
games and this year they are 
trying to surpass that mark. 

"This year we want to try to 
be competitive in conference. 
Hopefully we can be one of the 
top two or three teams," said 
Crawford. 

At practice the team works 
on trying to control and con
tain the three-second lane, 
which had proven to be a weak
ness for them so far. However, 
their excellent defense proves 
to be a huge strength as it con
sistently holds the team. 

"We should be pretty good 
this year if we learn to play to
gether," said Norton. 

Wallner says the team needs 
to work on getting more con
sistent with their offense and 
taking advantage of more 
fast breaks . 

One of the team's personal 
goals is to win against 
Naperville Central on Feb. 9 
because they have consistently 
lost to them in the past and 
would like to defeat them. 

Freshman Rachel Molinaro and CarissaGouskos rehearse 
their dance for the dance production show, "Dance: Is it in 
you? 

Kyle Orton is not the best quar- cago. 
terback in the league, he is in a There is so much more to the 
tie for second place for most Bears than Brian Urlacher. 
wins in a season by a rookie. Once again, he is a great player, 

He is doing exactly what the and his name is behind a few 
team wants him to do. great plays, but he is not the 

Along with Orton, other of- only one on the team. 
fensive players have been rack- The d.c.fen5.'- does in fa.a.g 
ing up great statistics too. A team does not win with 

Wide receivers Muhsin one player, which is why is it 
Muhammed, and Bobby called a team_ 
Wade have some great catches A team learns to work to-
to their name. gether to make great plays, 

Let's not forget running which is exictlywhatthe Bears 
back Thomas Jones. Some- are doing. 
how, he can always find the So next time you sit down 
holes for solid yards. and watch the game, pay atten-

All of these players deserve tion to everyone. It's amazing 
honorable mention from their to see just what the Bears will 
so-called die-hard fans in Chi- pull off as a team. 
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